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Family history letters & Community support

Community

Support

Via. Change.org

The Wee Jasper Fishing Shacks and their families represent an overall community.

So much so, that the community has come together in showing their support

towards the preservation of the structures, recognizing their communal, personal

and historical relevance.

At: https://www.change.org/HelpSaveOurCabins shows over 538 Digital

Signatures, 203 shares and 45 promoters. In addition the 53 Handwritten

Signatures by locals, and business owners in surrounding towns.

Notable

Statements &

comments

An integral part of Wee Jaspers history. We are the proud and current residence of

Banjo Patterson’s property. He was a keen fisherman in Wee Jasper. He would be

devastated to see the huts destroyed.

Denise Boettcher, Current Owner - Banjo Patterson property, Wee Jasper 01/07/2023

"These heritage properties tell the story of Wee Jasper. When holiday homes were

tin shacks, not glass and concrete luxury duplexes. They tell the story of post-war

leisure, when times were tight but the simple pleasure of fishing was all you needed

for a holiday. With their outdoor dunnies and corrugated iron walls, they are places

you go to for love, not luxury and have significance far beyond the families that own

them. This heritage area should be treasured, not destroyed. One day we will look

back and ask why this moment in Australian history wasn’t preserved."

Elizabeth Morrison, Belfast. Northern Ireland, BT4 2AR, UK, 09/06/2023

"The cottages at Wee Jasper should be regarded as living museums"

Sally Clarke, Sydney. 2000, Australia, 08/07/2023

Furthermore, the following individuals have also paid recognition to the shacks through

support letters or writings of their personal family history

Pg. 02 Support letter by Wendy Tuckerman MPMember of Goulburn Council

Pg. 03 Support letter by Author Jennifer Barton. Author of, ‘You can't eat Scenery.’ Formally Published book of the

history of Wee Jasper

Pg. 04 Support letter by Shannon Kellett Director of The Wee Jasper Distillery

Pg. 05 Support letter by Antony Cathles, long standing influential WJ community member

Pg. 06 Support letter by Ian & Helen Cathles, long standing influential WJ community member

Pg. 07 Support letter by Warren Page, Retired Australian Veteran

Pg. 08 Support letter by Clair Espinola, Architectural Graduate & Award Winner

Pg. 09 Letter from Cabin 308, Robinson/Main Family

Pg. 10 Letter from Cabin 312, Fryer Family

Pg. 11 Letter from Cabin 325, Kerr Family

Pg. 12 Letter from Cabin 337, Adrian King

Pg. 15 Letter from Cabin 375, Tuner Family

Pg. 16 Signature list of public support for the protection of the shacks as Heritage (digital/handwritten)

https://www.change.org/HelpSaveOurCabins
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My Name is Warren Page, I am a retired veteran. My service was during the

second Malaysian Emergency 1969-1989 and served with the 3rd Battalion

(Airborne) at Airbase Butterworth Malaysia protecting Australian Assets on the

base. My service in 1982 included fully armed patrols of the Thai Malay border in

search of Communist Terrorists (CT’s) who had intentions of destroying

Australian assets and personnel on or around the base. On My return to Australia

I was suffering from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and have over the past 41

years sort respite and rehabilitation down at the fishing huts in Wee Jasper,

which has been a very significant factor in controlling the disorder to which I

continue to suffer.

The shacks have been built by WWII Veterans, these

veterans have and continue to assist in the eradication of the European Carp that

plague the river that runs by the huts. These men and women have been

instrumental in protecting the wildlife and fauna in this area.

These huts serve a huge part in the maintenance of many veterans mental health

and will continue to do so for many years to come

In closing, I believe these Huts/shacks should be left in place as they have done

since WWII and should be heritage listed and protected.

Sincerely,

Warren Page

Veteran Australian Armed Forces (Retired) (ASM)

Senior Firefighter Fire Rescue NSW (Retired)
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Robinson Family Cabin, 308 Nottingham Rd, Swinging Bridge, Wee Jasper

Our grandfather (Douglas Main) received authorisation to build on the land by Wee Jasper station manager in

1958, the lease has been officially passed down over the years with the approval of the Department of Lands

(we possess all the original documentation to support this). 1 Although the shack has undergone minor

modifications, such as the addition of a small back room and kitchen, it remains remarkably similar to its original

form. These enhancements have allowed our many extended families to comfortably stay for extended periods

during Christmas, Easter, and various long weekends throughout the year.

Throughout the decades, our shack has served as a constant presence in our lives, acting as a gathering place for

our extended family. It holds great sentimental value, as the ashes of our father, uncle, aunt, and cousin have

been scattered here. The front door serves as a unique record of our family's growth, displaying the height

measurements of each sibling and cousin from childhood to adulthood.

Our shack has played a crucial role in providing respite and healing for our family members. We have always

respected the local community and actively contributed to its well-being. As proud members of the fishing club,

we have formed lasting bonds with many locals and witnessed the growth of their children over time. We

cherish memories of spending time together on the old Swinging Bridge, attending movies and bingo nights in

the hall, exploring Careys Caves, restoring the river's fishing grounds after the introduction of carp, and assisting

in the clean-up efforts following the 2012 flood.

Trips to Wee Jasper have always entailed visits to Yass or Tumut to replenish our supplies, supporting local

businesses along the way. We have regularly purchased timber, conducted pest treatments and inspections,

acquired beds and appliances for our shack, and hired 'poo carters' to maintain the drop toilet's hygiene.

Additionally, an annual excursion to Batlow enabling us to stock up on canned goods for the entire year and

indulge in the joy of cherry picking.

Our mother, Beth Robinson (Douglas Mains daughter) is now 87 years old. Beth started going to Wee Jasper

when she was 13 years old. I last took her for a visit on the 25th April 2023. Douglas Main great grandchildren

have visited the shack since there were babies and we want his great, great grandchildren to continue the

tradition. In summary, our shack holds a special place in our heart and in the hearts of the Swinging Bridge

community, serving as a testament to our family's history and providing a sanctuary for generations. We have

proudly embraced our role in the local community, forging enduring relationships and actively supporting

businesses and initiatives in the surrounding areas.

Belinda Robinson

On behalf of the Robinson Family (Main Shack)

1

As referenced on page 302 of Jennifer Barton’s You can’t eat Scenery –Life in Wee Jasper 1850 to 1970 - The Main Family have visited the area

since the 1950’s, initially staying at Mrs Davis’ Boarding House and then building a shack of their own at Swinging Bridge
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KERR Family Cabin: 325 Nottingham Road, Swinging Bridge Wee Jasper.

The Kerr family connection to Wee Jasper stems back decades. 

Robert (Bob) Kerr, locally known as “Scotty” first came to Wee Jasper valley in the 1940’s.  He was
passionate about trout fishing and saw plenty of potential here, along with a landscape that reminded
him of his homeland Scotland. 

 At first Bob and his family camped on the ground that is now known as Swinging Bridge Reserve,
fishing and getting to know other campers.  The same families returned year after year, forging strong
bonds with each other and friendships with station hands and locals.  This continued for about 10
years until Bob and some of the other campers chose to lease land and build more permanent
structures in the late 1950’s.  (Early lease and land map of leasees enclosed).

Our grandfather Bob built his cabin, originally a two room structure, and then later added a ‘verandah’
and internal bathroom in the mid sixties.  Bob and family often stayed for months at a time, but now
the cabin is used by his descendants throughout the year to reconnect with family, with the past and
with nature. Our cabin has been well loved and well maintained for over sixty years.  

Bob Kerr was integral to the construction of the second swinging bridge, along with Ken Grace,
bringing labour and materials from his Newcastle scrapyard.  He and his wife Mabel also petitioned
Yass council to tar the road in front of the Swinging Bridge cabins to make life more pleasant in the era
of large logging trucks passing regularly.

Our family provides financial support to the RFS and has participated in local and community events
such as the Wee Jasper Fishing Club, rodeos, dances at The Station, and impromptu concerts at the
Old Keg Inn!

 Bob’s heart and soul was Wee Jasper.  His ashes are spread there and he has passed this love onto his
daughters Janet and Dianne the current lease holders, his grandchildren and great grandchildren. Our
mother, Janet Kerr is eighty years old and has been going to Wee Jasper for over 70 years.  We have
old film footage of Janet and Dianne as very young girls camping on site at Swinging Bridge before the
cabin was built.  This history is hard to ignore.  We have a deep connection to the area, our cabin and
its evolution.  Our mother Janet, is overwhelmed at the likelihood of losing this tangible foothold in
Wee Jasper history.  

 These historical cabins are part of the landscape and have been for over 60 years.  The community of
cabins brings a picturesqueness of charm and nostalgia.  Without them, the area would not be the
same.

Roberta Stephens
On behalf of the Kerr family.
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The Neragona shack was originally part of the housing development for immigrants that

arrived in Australia to work. The shack was based in Chullora and when transported to Wee

Jasper. My family have spent almost every Easter at Wee Jasper along with Australia Day,

long weekends, New Year, Boxing Day and special birthdays including 16th and 21st for my

daughter. We have spent 24hrs at Wee Jasper just because we love being there in the shack

with the memories of family and friends. My children have a special connection to the shack

as do my nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles and cousins on both sides of the family. Our family

have had so many memorable times in the shack and as relatives get older we hold onto

these memories. My youngest daughter loves the shack so much she had the coordinates

tattooed on her arm.
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